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THE DEVIL AND DANIEL JOHNSTON

****

Featuring Daniel Johnston, Bill Johnston,
Jeff Tartakov and Matt Groening. Directed
and written by Jeff Feuerzeig. Produced by
Henry S. Rosenthal. A Sony Pictures Classics
release. Documentary. Not yet rated. Running
time: 109 min.

"The Devil and Daniel Johnston" is a
captivating and empathetic portrait of the
manic-depressive singer/songwriter Daniel

Johnston, a reclusive and volatile outsider who turned his demons loose in his art and
music. By doing so, he found a small sliver of commercial fame in the '80s. The
documentary brilliantly illustrates how Johnston's innate musical genius was virtually
inseparable from his illness.

Relying on miles of film footage shot by Johnston, who relentlessly documented his
life (like the family in "Capturing the Friedmans"), plus endless cassette tapes
featuring stories and tunes, Jeff Feuerzeig has woven together a marvelous tapestry of
a tormented talent. His haunting work would reach other troubled souls like Kurt
Cobain and Sonic Youth. Feuerzeig illustrates how Johnston, who was born into a
Christian fundamentalist household, created songs and drawings held together by the
powerful Biblical struggle between good and evil. Thankfully, by resisting turning
Johnston's folks into obvious caricatures, "The Devil and Daniel Johnston" becomes a
deeply moving parable about the irresolvable mystery of creativity, madness and
unconditional parental love. -Kevin Courrier 
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